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Reduction of airborne bacteria in clean 
areas and in operating room 

üWHY? 
¸ Increased number of operations susceptible to infection of 

airborne bacteria e.g., hip joint operations 
 

¸ Increased frequency of bacteria resistant to antibiotics 

 

üHOW? 
¸ Technical measures:  

 

¸ Ventilation and clothing systems 
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Airborne bacteria in the  
operating room 
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From the Archives of Surgery 1938 

1938 North Carolina, M.D. Deryl Hart  

 concludes in his paper Pathogenic bacteria in the air of operating rooms ς 
their widespread distribution and the method of control that  

 

1. The greatest cause of infection in clean incisions in the modern, well run 
operating room  is the pathogenic bacteria floating in the air, universally 
present in the occupied room 

2 Air condition with forced ventilation is effective in reducing the amount of 
contamination of the air 

3 Large, heavy masks should be worn over the nose and mouth by all 
occupants at all times 




